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28 December 2025 – 9.30 am
First Sunday of Christmas 
Eucharist with Lessons and Carols for Christmas



Good King Wenceslas
Good King Wenceslas looked out on the feast of Stephen
When the snow lay round about, deep and crisp and even.
Brightly shone the moon that night, though the frost was cruel
When a poor man came in sight gath'ring winter fuel.
"Hither, page, and stand by me, if thou know'st it, telling
Yonder peasant, who is he? Where and what his dwelling?"
"Sire, he lives a good league hence, underneath the mountain
Right against the forest fence, by Saint Agnes' fountain."
"Bring me flesh and bring me wine; bring me pine logs hither
Thou and I will see him dine when we bear them thither."
Page and monarch forth they went, forth they went together
Through the rude wind's wild lament and the bitter weather.
"Sire, the night is darker now, and the wind blows stronger
Fails my heart, I know not how, I can go no longer."
"Mark my footsteps, my good page, tread thou in them boldly
Thou shalt find the winter's rage freeze thy blood less coldly."
In his master's steps he trod where the snow lay dinted
Heat was in the very sod which the Saint had printed.
Therefore, Christians all, be sure, wealth or rank possessing
Ye who now will bless the poor shall yourselves find blessing.
[bookmark: _Hlk143092097]Gathering of the Community 				           
Welcome to the congregation, including online viewers and guests
Territorial Acknowledgement
We take this time to remember that as we worship and fellowship in this place, we acknowledge we are located on the traditional and unceded territories of the Coastal Lkwungen-speaking peoples.  We recognise our brothers and sisters of the Songhees, Esquimalt and W̱SÁNEĆ First Nations have cared for these lands from time immemorial.  We pledge to soften our hearts to embrace a path of reconciliation with the First Peoples of these lands, and to partner with them in helping to restore the holy connection we have with Creation.

Celebrant: 	Let us hold this moment open to the Spirit of God      (silence)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
People 	And also with you.
Opening Hymn: Joy to the World					     CP 154 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come: 
Let earth receive the King, 
let every heart prepare him room, 
And heaven and nature sing.
Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns: 
Let us glad songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy.
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love.

Christmas Bidding
Leader:	My sisters and brothers in Christ, in this season when we celebrate the birth of Jesus, let it be our duty and delight to hear once more the message of the angels and go in heart and mind to Bethlehem to see the Son of God lying in a manger.
As we hear the reading of God’s holy word, let us find new hope in the promise that God is with us. We bless the name of the God of our salvation who brings the dawn of forgiveness and salvation to those who live in the shadow of death and despair.
As we mark once more the mystery of the Word made flesh, let us join with the song of angels and saints and make this place ring with our carols and hymns of praise.



Prayers of the People 						
Leader:	But first, let us remember the poverty of the birth of the Prince of Peace, and pray for the poor, the cold, the hungry, and those among us who find that there is no room for them at the inn.
Let us remember the flight of the Holy Family into Egypt, and pray for the oppressed, refugees, the isolated, and those on the edges of our society.
Let us remember that the Lord of Glory experienced the pain of life and death, and pray for the sick, the anxious, the weary, and the bereaved.
And remembering the promise that he shall reign for ever and ever, let us pray for the rulers of the nations, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity and mission of the Church, that we may be a sign that God’s rule on earth has already begun.
With joy in our hearts, let us hear again the story of the birth of Christ, and join with Mary and Joseph, with shepherds and wise men, and with all our forebears in faith in offering our worship.
A short period of silence will be kept. 
Meditation 				    Fr. Allen
First Reading: Genesis 12:1-9
Reader:         Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
All: 	With your help, O Lord, we will listen and live.
Reader:  	Generous God, the goal of all your creating, your saving, and your guiding is to lead us, your creatures, into the land of promise that all people may be blessed.  Call us again, this Christmas season into a greater awareness and cooperation with your generosity revealed in Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever, Amen.
Song:  Mary’s Boy Child 
Long time ago in Bethlehem, so the Holy Bible say
Mary's boy child, Jesus Christ, was born on Christmas Day
Hark, now hear the angels sing, a king was born today
And we will live forevermore because of Christmas Day
While shepherds watch their flocks by night, 
They see a bright new shining star
They hear a choir sing a song, the music seemed to come from afar
Hark, now hear the angels sing, a king was born today
And we will live forevermore because of Christmas Day
Now Joseph and his wife Mary came to Bethlehem that night
They found no place to bear her child; not a single room was in sight. 
By and by they find a little nook in a stable all forlorn,
And in a manger cold and dark, Mary's little boy was born	
Trumpets sound and angels sing, listen to what they say
That we will live forever more because of Christmas Day	
Meditation				      Fr. Allen
Second Reading: Exodus 1:8-14; 3:1-12
Reader:	Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
All:  		With your help, O Lord, we will listen and live.
Reader:  	Bondage-breaking God, hear again the cries of the oppressed that rise to you from the ends of the earth; free the creature you have fashioned from clay.  Thank-you for revealing your holiness and your love to us; may we say “Here I am” in response to your call through your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever, Amen.
Carol: It Came Upon the Midnight Clear		       	
It came upon the midnight clear,
    That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth
    To touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, to all good will
    From heaven’s most gracious king!”
The world in solemn stillness lay
    To hear the angels sing.
Still through the cloven skies they come
    with peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heavenly music floats 
    o'er all the weary world;
Above its sad and lowly plains 
    they bend on hovering wing,
And ever o'er its Babel sounds 
    the blesséd angels sing.
For lo, the days are hastening on, 
    by prophets seen of old,
When with the ever-circling years 
    shall come the time foretold:
When the new heaven and earth shall own
    the Prince of Peace their King,
And the whole world send back the song 
    which now the angels sing.
Meditation				        Fr. Allen
Third Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-17  			
Reader:  	Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
All:  	With your help, O Lord, we will listen and live.
Reader:  	O God who secures our future and our destiny, all your promises to David are fulfilled in the One born at Bethlehem; you have included us in his Kingly household.  Help us not to scorn his discipline but recognize it for what it is: a love that is steadfast and secure to the end of time and for ever.  Amen.
Carol: Once in Royal David’s City
Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.
He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall
With the poor, and mean, and lowly lived on earth our Saviour holy.
Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by
We shall see him, but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high
When, like stars, his children crowned all in white shall gather round.

Meditation 				      Fr. Allen
Fourth Reading: Isaiah 54:1-8 			
Reader:  	Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
All:  	With your help, O Lord, we will listen and live.
Reader:  	Creating and renewing God, giving life in all its fullness, bring, we pray, all the children of this earth to the freedom of your holy purpose. May we see your beauty and glory in seas and lakes washed clean, in fields of plenty and forests strong, and in humanity made whole in body, mind, and mutual care, in the pattern of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.
Carol: Good Christians All, Rejoice 		     CP 153 VS.1,2
Good Christians all, rejoice with heart and soul and voice!
Listen now to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today;
Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now!
Christ is born today; Christ is born today!
Good Christians all, rejoice with heart and soul and voice!
Hear the news of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this;
He has opened heaven’s door and we are blessed for evermore!
Christ was born for this; Christ was born for this!
Meditation			   	       Fr. Allen	
Fifth Reading Galatians 4:1-7			
Reader:  	Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
All:  	With your help, O Lord, we will listen and live.
Reader:  	God of fulfillment, you do all things at the perfect time and in the perfect way.  In Christ you have adopted us, we are your sons and daughters, you are our Mother and Father, our life is in you and not in any empty duties that do not reflect your fulfilling love.  Help us live in the freedom of our adoption as your children; give us a spirit of learning and exploration that we might fully live as your heirs through Christ born for us, Amen.
Gradual Hymn: While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night
While shepherds watched their flocks by night 
all seated on the ground, 
the angel of the Lord came down 
and glory shone around. 
"Fear not", said he, for mighty dread 
had seized their troubled mind. 
"Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
to you and all mankind:" 
 "To you, in David's town this day  
is born of David's line 
the Saviour who is Christ the Lord; 
and this shall be the sign:" 
"The heavenly Babe you there shall find 
to human view displayed 
all meanly wrapped in swathing bands 
and in a manger laid." 
Thus spake the seraph, and forthwith 
appeared a shining throng 
of angels praising God, who thus 
addressed their joyful song: 
"All glory be to God on high 
and on the earth be peace 
Goodwill henceforth from heaven to all 
begin and never cease!"  			           
Gospel: Matthew 2:13-23			 Fr. Allen
Reader:  The Gospel of Christ
People:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ
Reflection				Fr. Allen 
A period of silence after the reflection will be signalled by the sound of a bell.
The Peace
Offertory Hymn: In the Bleak Midwinter				
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
In the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 
Heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign. 
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 
The Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ. 
Angels and archangels may have gathered there; 
Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 
 But his mother only, in her maiden bliss, 
Worshipped the beloved with a kiss. 
What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
Yet what I can, I give him—give my heart				
Prayer over the Gifts
Celebrant	Gracious God, accept the offering of your Church,                 BAS 280
the hearts of your people joined in praise and thanksgiving, 
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
People:	And also with you.
Celebrant:	Lift up your hearts.
People:	We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant:	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:	It is right to give our thanks and praise.


Celebrant	Loving God, at this blessed Christmas feast, 
	we give you thanks and praise. At the very beginning of time, you spoke the Word that replaced the darkness of chaos with life-giving light: a light which has nurtured generations of people, and plants and creatures, great and small.  A light which also revealed the fear and powerlessness caused by corrupt and evil actions.  And so you sent the Word which would once and for all dispel the darkness of chaotic clouded lives.
	Through your love for the world the Word became flesh and lived among us.  As the angels carolled glory to you in the highest heavens and peace to all people on earth, so we join with them and with all people to praise your name as we sing:  
Hymn: What Child is this                                                                           CP 137
What child is this, who laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.
Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 
This, this is Christ the King, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him;
the King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. 
This, this is Christ the King, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.

Celebrant: 	The angels sang of it, the shepherds encountered it, we have been blessed with it.  Blessed is he who is born for us and all the world.  
All: 	Glory to God, and on earth peace to all people. 
Celebrant 	As you, O God, shared your love and yourself with us in the person of Jesus so he shared himself with us in loving us and giving himself for us.  On that never-to-be-forgotten night, as he sat at the table and broke bread with his friends, he said: “Take and eat, this is my body which is broken for you.  Remember me each time you do this”.  
	After they had eaten, he took the cup and said:  “Remember me as you drink from this, for it is my life, poured out for you - the beginning of a new relationship with God”.  
	As we follow the example of Jesus, send down your Holy Spirit on us, and on these gifts of bread and wine, that the story of the Christmas Child – of life fully lived and freely shared – may continue on in us and through us, until the world is transformed.
All:		   Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer									
All (Sung): 	Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come, your will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours,
Now and forever. Amen.
Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant 	We break the bread of life             			                      
and that life is the light of the world.
All 		God here among us, light in the midst of us,
bring us to light and life.
The Communion
Celebrant 	The Gifts of God for the People of God.    
All 		Thanks be to God. 
Music during Communion 	
See Amid the Winter’s Snow
See, amid the winter's snow, 
Born for us on Earth below,
See, the tender Lamb appears, 
Promised from eternal years.
Lo, within a manger lies 
He who built the starry skies;
Who, enthroned in height sublime, 
Sits among the cherubim. 
Hail, thou ever blessed morn,
	Hail Redemption's happy dawn,
	Sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Say, ye holy shepherds, say, 
What your joyful news today;
Wherefore have ye left your sheep 
On the lonely mountain steep? 
"As we watched at dead of night,
Lo, we saw a wondrous light:
Angels singing 'Peace On Earth'
Told us of the Saviour's birth." 
Hail, thou ever blessed morn,
	Hail Redemption's happy dawn,
	Sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Sacred Infant, all divine,
What a tender love was Thine,
Thus to come from highest bliss
Down to such a world as this. 
Hail, thou ever blessed morn,
	Hail Redemption's happy dawn,
	Sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem.

God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen 
God rest ye merry, gentlemen, 
Let nothing you dismay!
Remember Christ will bring love’s light 
the dawn of Christmas day,
To lead us all from woe and sin when we have gone astray.
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.
God rest you also, women, who
By men have been erased,
Through history ignored and scorned, 
Defiled and displaced;
Remember that your stories too, are held within God’s grace. 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.
God rest you, queer and questioning, 
your anxious hearts be still,
Believe that you are deeply known 
and part of God’s good will
For all to live as one in peace; the global dream fulfilled. 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.
God rest your mind, O humankind, 
let strife and conflict cease.
Remember love is active here, 
and only to increase,
To carry us to well-springs of God’s joyous hope and peace. 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.
The Virgin Mary had a Baby Boy
The Virgin Mary had a baby boy,
The Virgin Mary had a baby boy,
The Virgin Mary had a baby boy,
And they say that his name was Jesus.
Chorus: He come from the glory,
He come from the glorious kingdom.
He come from the glory,
He come from the glorious kingdom.
Oh yes, believer! Oh yes, believer!
He come from the glory,
He come from the glorious kingdom.
The angels sang when the baby born, (3x)
And proclaim him the Saviour Jesus. Chorus 
The shepherds came where the baby born, (3x)
And they say that his name was Jesus. Chorus

Prayer after Communion
Celebrant 	God of all the nations of the earth,                  	           	
guide us with your light.
Help us to recognize Christ as he comes to us
in this eucharist and in our neighbours.
May we welcome him with love,
for he is Lord now and for ever.
Doxology
Celebrant 	God of all,							          
All 	you have united heaven and earth in sending your Son to take our human nature. May we who have gathered here and in our homes and who have celebrated his appearing in word and song, share the life of his eternal kingdom. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Announcements
Birthday Box with Prayer for those with birthdays this week 



Blessing			             					        
Celebrant	May the God of infinite goodness scatter the darkness of sin and brighten your hearts with holiness. 
				And the blessing of God almighty,
				The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
				be among you and remain with you always.
All:			Amen.
Closing Carol: Go Tell it on the Mountain
Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere!
Go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born!
While shepherds kept their watching over silent flocks at night,
Behold throughout the heavens there shone a holy light		Refrain
The shepherds feared and trembled when lo, above the earth, 
Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Saviour’s birth		Refrain
And in a lowly manger, the baby Jesus lay  
And in the silent stillness the world was saved that day 		Refrain 

Dismissal 								         Gospel reader 
Leader 	Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People 	Thanks be to God. 



Welcome! Please join us for coffee and fellowship after the service.
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Rector: Rev. Allen Doerksen 
email incumbent@stphilipvictoria.ca, cell 236-508-2928 (day off: Friday)
Wardens: Judith Armstrong and Larry Anthony, 
email wardens@stphilipvictoria.ca
Parish Office Hours: Mon 1-4.30, Wed & Thurs 9-4.30 
250-592-6823  |   email admin@stphilipvictoria.ca
The parish office is closed until Monday 5 January
Read about parish news and events, view live streamed services, and subscribe to our weekly newsletter, on our website: https://www.stphilipvictoria.ca/ 
Follow the parish Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/stphilipoakbay
and Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/stphilipoakbay/
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