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Sunday 15 March 2026, Lent 4
Family Eucharist 
Service outline, Parish News & Events

8.00 am  	HOLY EUCHARIST _____________________     
Celebrant and preacher: Fr. Allen Doerksen                             
                        
9.30 am  	FAMILY EUCHARIST ___________________                             
Celebrant and preacher: Fr. Allen Doerksen                             
The Gathering of the Community 				           
   Worship Songs
   Welcome
   Territorial Acknowledgement
   Greeting
   Collect for Purity				       		             
   Kyrie eleison (Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy) 
The Story of Faith is Proclaimed
   Children’s Time – Tenebrae candles
   Stay With Me
   First Reading: Psalm 23
   Gradual Hymn			       
   Gospel Acclamation: Your Word 
   Gospel: John 9		           
   Gospel Acclamation: Your Word
   Sermon 			   
A short period of silent reflection follows, 
signalled by the sound of a bell
Collect
Prayers of the People
Confession and Absolution	    		         		
The Peace		         					BAS 192
Offertory Hymn	
Prayer over the Gifts					                BAS 292

The Celebration of the Eucharist                	
   Eucharistic Prayer    			     	       	            BAS 198 3
   Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord
   The Lord’s Prayer (sung)					BAS 211
   Breaking of the Bread			 	        BAS 213 #7
   The Communion
   Music during Communion				        	
   Prayer after Communion 				     	BAS 292
Doxology (Glory to God)					BAS 214
Announcements and Birthday Box
Blessing						            
Closing Song			   
Dismissal		
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Welcome to St Philip! 
Please join us for coffee and fellowship after the service.
The abbreviation BAS in the service order refers to page numbers in the Book of Alternative Services, the green volume in the pews. CP is Common Praise, the blue hymn book.
Welcome to Communion











We want you to feel welcome at St. Philip. All are encouraged to come forward to receive the bread (communion wafer) and wine. If you prefer to receive a blessing, please keep your head and hands down. If you are more comfortable not drinking from the cup, you may keep your head down and let it pass, or return to your pew after receiving the bread. Please tell the person distributing the bread if you require a gluten-free wafer. Prayer Ministers are available during Communion at the 9:30 am service, at the side of the altar.

Offering
It is Anglican custom to receive a financial offering in our worship, as an expression of gratitude to God. Please do not feel compelled to participate in this offering. Your presence is gift enough.
Services this week
15 March 2026 – 4th Sunday in Lent
8am Holy Communion - Celebrant & preacher: Fr. Allen Doerksen
9am Community Prayers downstairs in the youth room
9.30am Holy Eucharist, in-person & streamed via Facebook Live 
· Celebrant and preacher: Fr. Allen Doerksen
· Altar Guild:   Jenni, Kathy
· Usher:  Bruce Richmond
· Musicians: Dana, Jenni, Merle, Christina
· Children's ministry:  Melinda Weicker
· Tenebrae candles: Jude Rioux and William Weicker
· Readers: Catherine Morris, Florie Varga
· Prayers of the People: Joan Sedgwick
· Chalice bearer: Mark Graham
· Powerpoint slides:  Clayton Savage, Marcus Schlag
· Facebook Live: Karishma Iyer
· Coffee:  Ceal and Ged Mclean
· Offerings Counters: Mike, Leslee
17 March Tuesday 10:30 am Contemplative Prayer
19 March Thursday 10.00 am Holy Eucharist followed by coffee and discussion.
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Volunteer opportunity - Sunday 9.30 PowerPoint slides
Would you like an easy way to help during our Sunday service? Consider joining the team that displays slides during the 9:30 service.
The laptop and screens are already set up—no technical expertise required. All you need is basic comfort using Microsoft PowerPoint and some familiarity with the service. The slides include notes that guide you through the service, so you’ll know when to advance to the next slide.
If you’re interested in this simple but meaningful way to serve our community, or would like to learn more before deciding, please contact Clayton Savage at cedar@telus.net or 250-886-0489. 
Maundy Thursday Agape Meal & Stripping of the Altar 
Save the date for our annual Agape Meal on Thursday of Holy Week: April 2 at 5:30 pm in St. Philip’s lower hall. 
The Agape Meal is a simple meal of soup, bread and wine to celebrate God’s love and the love within our community.  Along with the meal, we include readings, reflections and a communion service. It is suitable for all ages and children are warmly invited.
This year there will be one sitting instead of two, requiring less work from our volunteers, and giving everyone the chance to attend the Stripping of the Altar service which will be held in the sanctuary at 7 pm.
PLEASE SIGN UP EARLY on the sheets in the narthex to help organizers plan food quantities and seating arrangements. Since there is only one sitting, places may be limited. Sign up sheets are also out for soup makers, set up crew, food preparers, dish washers and cleanup crews. 
If you can’t sign up in person or have questions, contact Ceal McLean celiamclean@gmail.com, Lisa Alexander lisa.alexander@gmail.com,  or Karen van Rheenen pkvanrhe@gmail.com.
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TONIGHT: Together in Harmony: Benefit concert
in support of Vancouver Island Counselling Centre for Immigrants and Refugees - 7pm Sunday, March 15, 2026 at St John the Divine Anglican Church, 1611 Quadra St
Featuring Jordie and Habbous (Arabic music) and Kvell’s Angels (Klezmer music), We welcome you to a concert ranging from entrancing melodies to high-energy celebration.
Admission is by donation ($20 suggested), with all proceeds supporting VICCIR’s vital work. 
Or make a direct donation: https://www.viccir.org/donate
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Contemplative Prayer
Please join us on Tuesday mornings, 10:30 - 11:30, meeting in the choir area of the nave (at the front of the church), for a 20 minute contemplative sit with a time of prayer following. 
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Street Hope Easter socks drive
We are once again preparing chocolate stuffed socks for our sisters and brothers on Pandora Street to celebrate Easter. We are hoping to prepare 100 pairs of socks which the children and youth will fill and decorate March 29. We would really appreciate donations of socks and /or chocolates to help with this Mission's project.
Items needed:
    1) colourful socks – we have 100 pairs so far!
    2) chocolates - soft or suckable candy (many people have bad teeth and cannot chew)
Please bring to church by March 23 and leave in the designated box in the narthex - thank you 
Thank you everyone for your support.
Jackie on behalf of the Missions Committee, and Rob, Jenni and Melinda
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Victoria Sketch Club spring show 17-22 March
The VICTORIA SKETCH CLUB is holding its 117th Annual ART SHOW & SALE at Glenlyon Norfolk Junior School, 1701 Beach Drive during the March school break. Artists include GILLIAN RHODES, VICTOR LOTTO & MIKE PIPES
Opening Tues Mar 17 4pm- 7pm; then Wed – Sat Mar 18-21 10am – 6pm; and Sun Mar 22 10am-3pm
VSC Show bookmarks are available in the narthex, while supplies last
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Metchosin Challenge: Tuesdays in Lent, 7-8.30pm on Zoom
The Metchosin Challenge Speaker Series was started in 2017 to demonstrate the church’s involvement with world issues and challenge the community to become more aware of those issues so they could make better informed decisions and actions.
This year (2026) the theme is How Big Issues have Changed in Current Times.  Speakers include Rev. Wally Eamer, Dr. Andy MacKinnon, Dr. Jamie Lawson, Dr. Penny Bryden, Michael Polanyi. Previous recordings are available to watch as well.
https://www.stmarysmetchosin.ca/pages/metchosin-challenge
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Prayers and readings for Sunday 15 March & the following week: 
We pray for Anna, our bishop, and Allen, our rector. In our parish cycle of prayer, we pray for the lesson readers.
This week our diocese prays for the parish of  St Mary of the Incarnation, Metchosin and their incumbent, Lynn Mills.
In our ecclesiastical province's cycle of prayer, we pray for the Diocese of Yukon as they prepare for an episcopal election on the 21st.
We continue to hold the community of Tumbler Ridge in our prayers.  We pray for all the people of the town and in particular the families of all those who have died. We pray for all affected for by the devastating news: parents, family members, fellow students, teachers, first responders, medical teams, neighbours, those with links to the town and the province as a whole. We pray that they will know of God’s love and peace in this time. That they will know that they do not walk alone in the dark valley. That they will know the love of neighbour supporting in any way possible. That all of us deeply touched by this tragedy may know God’s hope.  
This week the Anglican Church of Canada prays for The Rt. Rev. Bruce Myers, Bishop, and the people and clergy of the Diocese of Quebec.
In the Anglican Communion cycle of prayer, we pray for The Anglican Church of Kenya.
Collect: Holy God, in Jesus Christ, you reveal yourself to the world, even when we are blind to your grace. Open our eyes to see your transforming love in our midst, so that we may see your world anew; through Jesus Christ, the saviour who shows compassion. Amen. (Propers Working Group 2016)
Anglican Communion Cycle of Prayer for the week:
Mon 16 Mar The Diocese of Udi – The Church of Nigeria 
Tues 17 Mar The Diocese of Northern Uganda 
Wed 18 Mar The Diocese of Ughelli –Nigeria 
Thurs 19 Mar The Diocese of Ukwa - Nigeria 
Fri 20 Mar The Diocese of Umuahia –Nigeria 
Sat 21 Mar Te Pihopatanga o Te Upoko o Te Ika – The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia
BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Lectionary for Sunday 15 March, Lent 4: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41
Mon 16 Mar Psalm 146; Isaiah 59:9-19; Acts 9:1-20
Tues 17 Mar Psalm 146; Isaiah 42:14-21; Colossians 1:9-14
Wed 18 Mar Psalm 146; Isaiah 60:17-22; Matthew 9:27-34
Thurs 19 Mar Ps 130; Ezekiel 1:1-3, 2:8-3:3; Revelation 10:1-11
Fri 20 Mar Psalm 130; Ezekiel 33:10-16; Revelation 11:15-19
Sat 21 Mar Psalm 130; Ezekiel 36:8-15; Luke 24:44-53
Cover image: 	Photo by Faraz Nazir on Unsplash 
Rector: Rev. Allen Doerksen (incumbent@stphilipvictoria.ca, 
work cell 236-508-2928; day off: Friday)
Warden: Judith Armstrong (jarmstrong@stphilipvictoria.ca)
 Warden: Mike Pipes (mpipes@stphilipvictoria.ca)
Parish Office Hours: Mon 1-4.30, Wed & Thurs 9-4.30 
250-592-6823  |   admin@stphilipvictoria.ca
Facebook including live streams: https://www.facebook.com/stphilipoakbay
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/stphilipoakbay/

Thank you for avoiding scented products at church.
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